232              NEWNES'   PICTORIAL   KNOWLEDGE

were chiefly concerned in
classiiying the plants and
animals of the world.

All that he wrote in
his full life amounts to
little more than a hundred
thousand words, not much
more than one ordinary
modern novel in length.
Yet of his work there has
been published at least a
full gross of editions of all
sorts and sizes since his
brother's firm, Benjamin
White & Son, of London,
first issued " The Natural
History and Antiquities
of Selborne " at the end
of 1788. Its style is
simple, yet direct and
graphic, but there is some-
thing more in his writing
that has made its appeal
to generations of readers ;
it is the atmosphere of the
British countryside re-
corded with gentle
humour and quiet con-
templation by a kindly,
tolerant, scholarly
Englishman that gives
this Natural History its
abiding charm.

His work is valuable as
a    contribution   to   our
knowledge, but there have
been    other    works    on
Natural History which  added  more.
Gilbert White's "Natural History of
Selborne" is something different from
the   specialised   knowledge   of   most
writers   on   this   subject.    It   is  the
charm and fascination  of the atmo-
sphere of the world he describes, and it
is not so much what he tells us as the
pleasant and delightful way in which
he says it.

Henry David Thoreau [1817-62.]

One of the most scholarly and yet
unusual books ever to be written is
Walden, or Life in the Woods. It deals

Specialty drawn for this work,

PAYING CALLS  IN THE  PARISH

Gilbert White was a very modest little man, 5 feet 3 inches

in height, and he never failed in his duty as curate of

Selborne, visiting the villagers and making friends of the

children.   Most of all, though, he loved walking or riding

through the country side.

teeming life of the countryside but the
endearing charm of a sweet, kindly
personality. He was not a specialist,
collecting specimens to classify and
index, but mainly an observer, content
to sit quietly by and watch the birds
or the field mice without disturbing
them. Yet he made a number of very
important original discoveries and was
probably the first in the field with his
ideas of bird territory. He was always
discovering things for himself and had
little use for second-hand knowledge,
though he did not neglect all that was
being done by those workers who